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What is the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Rule?

What does the Rule have to do with Transportation?

August 17, 2016



PolicyLink is a research and action institute dedicated to 
fostering equitable communities of opportunity by

lifting up what works.



“There is a regrettable legacy of aligning and designing transportation 
projects that separated Americans along economic and even racial lines” 
Secretary Anthony Foxx



This obligation to affirmatively further fair housing 
has been in the Fair Housing Act since 1968 (for 
further information see Title VIII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1968, 42 U.S.C. 3608 and Executive Order 
12892).

What is AFFH?



More specifically..

it means taking steps to proactively address significant
disparities in access to opportunity, by identifying the root
causes that limit housing and neighborhood choice
(“contributing factors”) and to develop goals and strategies to

overcome them.

In other words, HUD grantees must do MORE than focus on housing 
discrimination.



• Improve integrated living patterns

• Transform racially and ethnically concentrated areas of 
poverty (R/ECAPs) into areas with greater access to 
opportunity

• Reduce disparities in access to opportunity experienced by 
various protected classes

• Respond to disproportionate housing needs and housing 
choices experienced by different protected classes

What the AFFH Rule will Do



• Jurisdictions and Insular Areas or territories of the 
U.S. that are required to submit consolidated plans 
for the following programs: (Recipients of Federal 
Funds)
– Community Development Block Grant 
– Emergency Solutions Grants 
– Home Investment Partnerships (HOME)
– Housing Opportunities for Persons with AIDS

• Public Housing Authorities receiving assistance 
under sections 8 or 9 of the United States Housing 
Act of 1937

Who Is Subject to the Rule? 



Options for submission:
• Individual participants: each program participant conducts and 

submits an AFH alone.

• Joint participants: two or more program participants conduct and 
submit a single AFH. 

• Regionally collaborating participants: joint participants, at least 
two of which are consolidated plan program participants, conduct 
and submit an AFH.

[See 24 CFR § 5.162]

AFFH Process



Who will be Consulted

Community Engagement, Collaboration and Partnership 

Community engagement is required and viewed as key component of the 
Assessment of Fair Housing.  



From analysis of impediments to the Assessment of Fair Housing



Doesn’t everyone agree?

Historically, housing segregation has been perpetuated by practices such as 
steering, redlining, racial covenants, and the siting of public housing projects, 

creating communities with concentrated poverty, low quality housing, low quality 
schools, distance from jobs, minimal access to transit, high crime rates, poor health 

outcomes, and lack of access to credit.

In other words, disparate opportunity is the result of orchestrated 
segregation coupled with disinvestment.
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Why we need the rule
The Ghost of History
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Why we need the rule

Not Really Ghosts - History Continues Today

Recent Subprime Lending in Cleveland
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Institutionalized discriminatory practices

Why we need the rule



Data Advised Process



Data Advised Process
Disparities in Access to Opportunity

• Demographics and School Proficiency

• Demographics and Job Proximity Map

• Demographics and Labor Market

• Demographic and Transit Trips 

• Demographics and Low Transportation Costs 

• Demographics and Poverty Map

• Demographics and Environmental Health

• Opportunity Indicators by Race/Ethnicity

• Other supplemental data 





Disparities in Access to Opportunity

Map 12a – Race/Ethnicity and Transit Trips



Diverse stakeholders and advocacy yield 
strong assessments



AFFH ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES



Piloted in 74 regions, the rule shows promise
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Housing Counselors: The Frontline of Fair Housing

Fair Housing and Equity Assessment 

Metropolitan Chicago

CAFHA & CMAP Presentation to PolicyLink
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Chicago Area Fair Housing 

Alliance

The Chicago Area Fair Housing Alliance (CAFHA) is a 
consortium of fair housing and advocacy 

organizations, government agencies, and 

municipalities committed to the value of fair housing, 
diversity, and integration. 



Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning

• Regional planning agency for 

northeastern Illinois

• Leads the implementation of GO 

TO 2040 and development of ON 

TO 2050

• HUD Sustainable Communities 

grantee

• Close relationship with 

municipalities, particularly due to 

the Local Technical Assistance 

Program



Discussion Topics

CMAP/CAFHA 
Partnership

Community 
Engagement & 
Data Collection

Planning for 
Regional AFH



CAFHA/CMAP Partnership



Elements of Successful Partnership

• Capitalized on the expertise of each entity

• Clear goals, roles, and process for project     

completion

• Consistent communication and feedback



Community Engagement &

Data Assessment



Engagement

The community engagement 
process was aided by CMAP 
and CAFHA’s already 
established networks of 
stakeholders

• Municipal survey

• Committee participation 
and feedback

• Fair housing enforcement 
data collection and 
analysis



Data collection
• Primary data 

collection by CAFHA, 
supported by CMAP 
review and analysis

• Focus was less on 
evaluation of 
transportation systems 
than on the regional 
location of opportunity 
and how those align 
with transportation 
systems



Recommendations
• Recommendations 

framework

• Regional coordination

• Recommendations for 

local governments

• Investing in disinvested 

communities

• Recommendations for the 

Local Technical Assistance 

Program

• Goals/strategies focused on 

building off transportation 

assets to revitalize struggling 

areas (i.e. TOD and COD)

• Basis for subsequent CMAP 

work with other partners

• PHAs

• Entitlements



Looking Forward: Assessment of Fair 

Housing



Next Steps

• FHEA will lay the foundation for a regional 

AFH
• Relationships

• Tools

• Analysis

• Gauging interest from local municipalities 

and PHAs

• Engaging potential partners



• Holding policy makers accountable

• Identifying trends, gaps, needs early

• Leverage partnerships

• Advocate for affirmative public policies

Take ActionQuestions



Patricia Fron

Executive Director

Chicago Area Fair Housing 
Alliance 

pfron@cafha.net

Thank you!

Jonathan Burch

Senior Planner

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 

Planning 

jburch@cmap.illinois.gov 



August 17, 2016

Fair Housing in the Central 
Puget Sound Region



Today’s Meeting 

• Regional Context

• Fair Housing Equity Assessment: Highlights

• Current and Future Work

Today



• 4 million people

• 2.2 million jobs

• 4 counties: King, Pierce, Snohomish and 
Kitsap

• 82 cities and towns

• Urban and rural

• 6400 square miles

• 1000 square miles urbanized

Central Puget Sound





Key Corridors



Regional Fair Housing

• Fair Housing Center of Washington

• Growing Transit Communities 

Regional Fair Housing Committee

• Approved by GTC Oversight 

Committee in October 2013



Geographies of Opportunity

Mapping
• Kirwan Institute

• Online maps  

Application
• PSRC transportation project 

prioritization

• WA State Low Income 

Housing Tax Credit 

Allocation Criteria – King Co.



Race and income are linked 

to access to opportunity

Finding





While distribution of recent and 

planned transportation investments 

equitable, disparate infrastructure 

and community development needs 

persist in region

Finding







Testing reveals evidence of 

discrimination

Finding



60% chance of different 

treatment 
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Regional Equity Network
Foundation: Built on the Community Development 

Collaborative 

Composition: Coalition of 40+ Organizations

Staff: Fulltime Equity 

Network Manager

Charge: Define and further social equity in context of 

GTC and community development more broadly in the 

region
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Community Equity Grant Program$450,000 in small ($5-15K) 

capacity-building grants  

• 54 grants to 43 

community-based 

organizations

Education, outreach, 

organizing, research

Involvement in GTC program 

and corridor-based planning
Rainier Beach Community 

Empowerment Coalition 

Transit Justice Youth Project

Friends of Little 

Saigon/ SCIDPDA
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Rainier Beach Community 

Empowerment Coalition 

Transit Justice Youth Project

Friends of Little 

Saigon/ SCIDPDA
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Community Equity Grant Program

Rainier Beach Community 

Empowerment Coalition 

Transit Justice Youth Project

Friends of Little 

Saigon/ SCIDPDA
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Community Equity Grant Program
ST3 80/80/80 Rule

TOD AFFH
Rainier Beach Community 

Empowerment Coalition 

Transit Justice Youth Project
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Thank you!

Ben Bakkenta

Program Manager – Strategic Initiatives

bbakkenta@psrc.org

& 

Ubax Gardheere

Program Director

Puget Sound Sage

Ubax@PugetSoundsage.org



Questions & Answers



Thank  you!


